Process Writing

Category:  Language/Writing 

Grade Level:  All levels 

1. What is the purpose of Process Writing? 

Process Writing was designed to encourage children to communicate their own written messages while simultaneously developing their literacy skills in speaking and reading. 

2. With whom can it be used? 

It was developed for use with students who have learning disabilities, students with mild intellectual disabilities, students for whom English is a second language, and children who are reluctant writers.

3. What teaching procedures should be used with Process Writing? 

· Encourage children to write in their booklets every day about something personal. 

· Ask them to talk about what they like doing. 

· Develop an ideas page of future topics. 

· Encourage conventional print if known. Otherwise, let students know that invented spellings and scribbles are acceptable.

· Invite students to read their stories daily either to a peer, parent, to the teacher, or into a tape recorder. 

· Document writing progress anecdotally. 

· Once a week, favorite stories are shared in a group. 

· Favorite stories are published. 

While students write, teachers hold “conferences” with individual students to discuss their writing and provide feedback.

4. In what types of settings should Process Writing be used? 

This program was developed for classroom use although it can be used in small groups or one-to-one. The teacher acts as facilitator of the entire process.

5. To what extent has research shown Process Writing to be useful? 

It would appear that enthusiasm is the key to success with this program, both on the part of the students and their teachers. Parents also play a role; if they show interest the students seem, to succeed.  Research has shown, however, that most students benefit from explicit instruction in basic skills such as handwriting, spelling, and grammar.  Therefore, process writing is not, in itself, a comprehensive writing program.  
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