Self-Correction Spelling Strategies

Category:  Spelling 

Grade Level:  Grade 2 to 12  

1. What is the purpose of Self-Correction Spelling? 

The developer of this strategy refers to it as a specialized approach to teaching spelling to distinguish it from traditional and remedial approaches. It is a semi-independent method of teaching spelling that requires students to check and correct their own work on a daily basis. Instruction is individualized in that students work on the words they have misspelled, and they work at their own pace. With an emphasis on the orthography of letters, the goal is to improve spelling performance to a level of mastery. 

2. With whom can it be used? 

This technique can be used with students in general and special education classrooms. 

3. What teaching procedures should be used with Self-Correction Spelling? 

Letter-by-Letter Proofing 

· Teachers provide students with a five-column paper. 

· The first column contains stimulus words written by the teacher (Word List column). 

· The other four columns are blank, providing spaces for students to write words from dictation.   

· Before dictation, students fold the Word List column under so the stimulus words cannot be seen.

· Words can be dictated by the teacher, a peer, or an audiotape. 

· Students write dictated words in the second column. 

· To check their work, students unfold the Word List column. 

· Misspellings are corrected using four proof-reading marks (A = add; 0 = omit; ~ = reverse letters; and / =  wrong letter). 

· Proof-reading marks are taught and practiced before hand. 

· In the third column, students write the word spelled correctly or a checkmark if the word was spelled correctly on the initial trial. 

· This sequence is repeated for the final two columns. 

Whole-Word Proofing 

· This strategy is similar to the one above, except that students do not use proof-reading marks. 

· The same five-column format is used, but each cell in columns 2-5 is divided in half 

horizontally. Students use one column for reading and proofing rather than two. 

· Students write the dictated word in the bottom half of the cell in column two. 

· When they unfold the Word List column to check words, they place a checkmark in the top half of the cell for words spelled correctly. 

· For misspelled words, they write the entire word in the top half of the cell, above the misspelled one. 

Spelling lessons take place daily (Monday through Thursday) for 15-20 minutes. Each day, students receive a new spelling sheet with the same words in the Word List column. Word order can be shuffled to avoid memorization of words in order. On Friday, the students are tested on the set of words practiced during the week. Any words that are misspelled on Friday's test continue as part of an individual child's spelling list for the following week. 

4. In what type of settings should the Self-Correction spelling technique be used? 

This technique can be used one-on-one, in small groups, or with the entire class. Teachers may choose spelling words from a list that is personalized for each student, or may adapt the list from a basal spelling series. Lessons can be individualized by pairing students to dictate to each other or by tape recording words for students. 

5. To what extent has research shown Self-Correction Spelling to be useful? 

This strategy has been effective in improving the spelling performance of students with learning disabilities across various ages. Students prefer self-correction spelling instruction over traditional approaches. In some cases, however, the classroom teacher does not notice any difference in the spelling performance of students who have been successfully instructed in this technique. 

References 

1. Goddard, Y.L. & Heron, T.E. (1998).  Please, teacher, help me learn to Spell better:  Teach me self-correction.  Teaching Exceptional Children, 6, 38-43. 

2. McGuffin, M., Martz, S., & Heron, T.E. (1997). The effects of self-correction versus traditional spelling on the spelling performance and maintenance of third grade students.  Journal of Behavioral Education, 7, 463-476. 

3. McNeish, J.L., Heron, T.E., & Okyere, B. (1992). Effects of self-correction on the spelling performance of junior high students with learning disabilities.  Journal of Behavioral Education, 2, 17-27. 

4. Okyere, B.A., Heron, T.E., & Goddard, Y.L. (1997).  Effects of self-correction on the acquisition, maintenance, and generalization of the written spelling of elementary school children.  Journal of Behavioral Education, 7, 48-58. 

5. Wirtz, C.L., Gardner, R. III, Weber, K., & Bullara, D. (1996).  Using self-correction to improve spelling performance of low-achieving third graders.  Remedial and Special Education, 17, 48-58. 

Reviewed by:  Barb Shea

