Annotated Independent Reading (AIR)

Category: Reading/Notemaking 

Grade Level: Grade 4 to 12 

1. What is the purpose of AIR? 

AIR is a reading activity based on recording the main idea of a passage and predicting plot development. 

2. With whom can it be used? 

AIR can be used with students from Grade 4 through high school. Since it is an individualized reading program, materials selected are at each student's reading level. Thus, a wide range of levels can be accommodated at the same time. 

3. What teaching procedures should be used with AIR? 

Students should possess prior knowledge in identifying and recording the main idea of a passage, (See REAP strategy). 

The strategy should be explained to the students.  The students should have an AIR folder or notebook for record keeping. 

Procedure: 

· Each student has a novel to read. 

· The AIR folder is prepared with the following headings in columns: 

date, pages read, main idea or event, prediction. 

· Students read the title of the book and record a prediction based on the title and picture clues. Students read independently for 20 - 30 minutes. 

· The last 3 - 5 minutes are used to record the date, pages read, a one-sentence summary and a prediction. 

· The teacher reviews the folders periodically. 

· Follow-up activities can occur, although AIR is primarily a personal reading experience to be enjoyed. The teacher will be able to ascertain the student's comprehension of the novel via the AIR annotations.

4. In what types of settings should AIR be used? 

AIR is suited to whole class quiet reading time. It can also be used as a homework contract for encouraging independent reading and consolidating skills. 

5. To what extent has research shown AIR to be useful? 

Wide range independent reading has been advocated as a basic component of reading programs. The inclusion of minimal record keeping has been found to be manageable without being overburdening. It allows for flexibility and teacher monitoring. 
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