Academy of Reading

Category:  Reading - Software

Grade Level:  K-12 

1. What is the purpose of Academy of Reading? 

Academy of Reading is an intervention software program created by AutoSkill International Inc.  It is designed to improve students’ reading through rapid and permanent gains in necessary reading skills.  The program focuses on skill mastery and automaticity. 

2. With whom can it be used? 

Academy of Reading can be used with students from kindergarten through grade 12.  Though students of all ability levels can benefit from this program, it is intended for struggling readers and for students learning English as a Second Language.  

Additional populations that benefit from

Academy of Reading include: adults, adolescents, inmates and socio-economically disadvantaged children.  


3. What are the main components of Academy of Reading? 

Academy of Reading offers a dynamic, individualized reading program for each student.  It applies theories of automaticity and task-analytic methodology to its exercises.

· Phonemic Awareness Training – Learning to hear, identify and manipulate sounds, (eg. using rhyming activities.) Students begin with more global concepts of phonemic awareness and move to more specific phonemic oriented training once they have mastered the earlier skills
· Sound-Symbol Association Training – Learning that letters in the alphabet represents specific sounds, (eg. using letter-sound matching activities.)

· Phonics and Decoding Training – Learning reading skills, from simple letter names, to letter combinations, to words, and more complicated sentences, (eg. using pseudoword decoding.)

· Reading Comprehension Practice– Learning to remember, communicate, and think about ideas from text, (eg. identifying main themes from readings.)

These activities are implemented with the following 3-step intervention methodology:

· Prescribe – The results from an automated computer assessment prescribe an appropriate individual training program for each student. 

· Monitor – The student’s progress is monitored to determine their completion time and frequent errors.  

· Intervene – The monitoring information is used to intervene with the training program, ensuring that student needs continue to be met. For example, accelerating in proficient areas and using remediation where knowledge gaps exist.

4. What teaching procedures should be used with Academy of Reading? 

Academy of Reading serves to compliment the existing curriculum for grades K-12 and should be implemented for 15-20 minutes, 3-5 times per week.  

The program itself uses a bottom-up approach to teach and remediate reading skills.  Students must achieve mastery criteria of the most basic skills before moving on to more complex skills.  Academy of Reading employs positive reinforcement and corrective feedback techniques, while also reviewing difficult concepts.

Teachers should be familiar with Academy of Reading and can attend an introductory course to learn about effective implementations and the program’s underlying theories.  Although additional procedures are not mandated, teachers may use complementary strategies in motivation, progress-monitoring and troubleshooting.

5. In what type of settings should Academy of Reading be used? 

Academy of Reading is primarily used in a school setting, either in a computer lab or at an individual classroom computer terminal.  The program is network-installed and is compatible with both Windows and Macintosh computers. The program has also been used with adults in prison settings.

6. To what extent has research shown Academy of Reading to be useful? 

Academy of Reading is based on scientific research that support the emphasis of developing skills in phonemic awareness, sound-symbol associations, fluency, text comprehension, and vocabulary (Armbruster, Lehr, & Osborn, 2001).

There have been many studies demonstrating its effectiveness.  The soundest study was conducted by Fiedorowicz and Trites (1987).  Students were randomly assigned to an AutoSkill technology group, another reading technology group, or a non-treatment group.  Pre-testing indicated that all groups were the same at the outset.  Post-testing revealed that the AutoSkill technology group significantly outperformed the other groups in the areas of word recognition, phonetic knowledge, paragraph reading, reading speed and comprehension. Reading skills for the AutoSkill group improved by 1.2 grade levels, though the company claims that gains of 2.5 grade levels are possible. Similar results were demonstrated in Fiedorowicz and Trites’ later follow-up study (1990).  

Academy of Reading has also demonstrated its effectiveness in diverse populations, from inmates to individuals learning English as a second language (Morgan, 2002). Additionally, research supports the long-term retention of the gains made by individuals in both component and general reading skills (Autoskill, 2004).

However, it is worth noting that this research has not been published in refereed journals. Nonetheless, Academy of Reading has been recognized with a host of awards, including:

· Orton Dyslexia Society Award for Original Research

· Canadian Council for Exceptional Children Award

· eSchool News Readers’ Choice Award 

· Al Maresh Award from the International Corrections Association

· Curriculum Administrator Top 100 Products

· Media & Methods Magazine Awards Portfolio

· Chapter 1 National Compensatory Education Program Award

Product Information

Academy of Reading pricing varies according to use: $6,900 for a 10 computer pack, $12,750 for a 35-concurrent user pack. AutoSkill recommends staff training for 1-2 days, at $1,200 per day.  Though initial costs are substantial, there are no additional fees.

Contact Information

AutoSkill was founded by Dr. Ronald Trites and Dr. Christina Fiedorowicz.  The company is based in Ottawa, Ontario and can be contacted by phone or internet:

Phone: 1-800-288-6754

Website: www.autoskill.com
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