Cloze

Category: Reading/Language/Writing 

Grade Level: All levels 

1. What is the purpose of Cloze? 

Cloze is an instructional technique that assists students in reading for meaning and making use of contextual clues to make meaningful and grammatically correct word substitutions. 

2. With whom can it be used? 

Cloze is an effective teaching strategy for all grade levels. It is also used as a diagnostic technique. It offers insights into the underlying processes involved in reading. 

3. What teaching procedures should be used with Cloze? 

The basic procedure for Cloze is: 

· Passages are selected at the child's independent reading level. Initially, familiar text should be used. After teaching, unfamiliar material is selected.  Length can vary from a few sentences to passages of 150 words. 

· Every nth word is deleted and replaced by a blank. All blanks should be the same length and only represent one word. 

· Students are asked to fill in the blanks with the word that they think has been deleted. 

· Correct responses correspond exactly with the deleted words although appropriate synonyms should be accepted. Spelling errors should not be counted against the student. 

Cloze exercises should be modeled before students are required to perform independently. Strategies such as reading the whole passage first and recognizing the placement of parts of speech should be encouraged. 

Prior to constructing the Cloze exercise, the teacher should determine the goal of the exercise. This in turn will determine the words that are to be deleted. For example, deletions may be random, every fifth word, or only key nouns or verbs.   

Although it is not a matching activity, initial attempts may include a list of possible substitutions. Once students are trained in Cloze activities, they should generate their own substitutions.

4. In what types of settings should Cloze be used? 

Cloze can be used with the whole class or individually. It is appropriate as an assessment tool to determine the reading level of a student. It can also be used as an end of unit evaluation device. 

5. To what extent has research shown Cloze to be useful? 

Cloze has been found to be an excellent and accurate tool as both a teaching strategy and an evaluative device. It requires the student to focus attention on the semantic and syntactical structures of language. 
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