Concept-Oriented Reading Instruction (CORI)

Category:  Reading 

Grade:  3 to 5

1. What is the purpose of CORI?
CORI is an instructional reading program whose purpose is to increase students’ engagement in literacy.  It is intended to improve students’ intrinsic motivation and use of cognitive strategies by integrating reading instruction with inquiry science in interesting and unique ways.  

2. With whom can it be used?

CORI is most useful for students in the late elementary years (grades 3-5), as this is the age when many students’ intrinsic motivation and sense of competence decline.  

3. What is the framework of CORI?

This program is based on four phases.  These phases are developed around a broad, conceptual theme.  The theme is usually inquiry science based, but the program works equally well with social science themes.  The four phases of CORI are:

· Observe and Personalize 

- students are initially engaged in observational activities related to the chosen theme in order to activate background knowledge

- students pose questions based on their observations, these questions direct their learning throughout the rest of the process

· Search and Retrieve

- students are taught to search multimedia resources to find answers to their questions

- research skills are taught within the context of the goal; answering their own questions

· Comprehend and Integrate 

- reading comprehension strategies are taught within the context of the theme; this way cognitive and motivational aspects of reading are supported simultaneously

- examples of the strategies taught are:  accessing background knowledge, questioning, searching for information, summarizing, self-monitoring comprehension, and organizing knowledge 

· Communicate to Others

- students create a culminating project (e.g., videos, experiments, demonstrations)

- learning is shared with an audience

4. What are the teaching procedures for CORI?

Teachers using the CORI approach to teaching organize their lessons based on seven instructional characteristics.  These characteristics are used to help successfully integrate cognitive instruction, motivation, and conceptual understandings.  The seven instructional characteristics are:

- self-directed -students are provided with choice and are encouraged to provide input into the lessons and set their own goals

- collaborative- students work within a variety of social structures, they work together to understand the conceptual theme

- real-world interactions - the teacher provides direct experiences with phenomena relevant to the conceptual theme

- strategy instruction - strategies for conceptual learning, reading and writing are taught through modeling and discussions and guided practice

- students are shown how to be aware of the strategies available, when to use them and how they are helpful

- self-expressive - student tasks are open ended in order to allow students to communicate their learning and understanding in a personal manner

- coherent - all activities and tasks are linked in order to enable students to make connections

- conceptual - deep understanding of explanatory ideas

- teacher helps students link facts, observations and data with explanations, theories, and models

5. In what types of settings should CORI be used?

CORI should be used in a regular classroom setting.  A whole group should work together on a conceptual theme for an extended period of time (12 weeks).  Within this setting, students complete work individually, in partners, in small teams and with the entire class.  

6. To what extent has research shown CORI to be useful?

Through a variety of studies, CORI has been shown to be effective at increasing intrinsic reading motivation and reading strategies for comprehension.  As a result of the improvement in these two areas, students became more effective readers.  Research has shown that students are able to apply strategies learned through CORI to other contexts.  Research did not specifically discuss the implications of this program for students with learning disabilities, but rather focused on students with motivational difficulties.  Finally, it has been found that CORI is most effective for students in grade 3, 4, and 5.  
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