Great Leaps Reading Program
Category: Language/Reading

Grade Level: Grades 5 - 9

1. What is the purpose of the Great Leaps Reading Program?

The Great Leaps Reading Program is a supplemental reading intervention program designed to enhance reading fluency.

2. With whom can it be used?  Great Leaps can be used with students in grades 5 through 9 with varying degrees of reading difficulties.

3. What is the format for using the Great Leaps Reading Program strategies? With the goal of enhancing reading fluency among students with reading disabilities, Great Leaps uses activities that teach sound-symbol associations (phonics), recognition of high-frequency words and repeated readings of stories.  Students work one-on-one with a well trained and teacher supervised teaching aide or paraprofessional.  Each Great Leaps session lasts between 5 to 6 minutes and occurs once a day for each day of the week. 

A Great Leaps session involves 4 activities:

a) Instruction in phonics

· students read a series of letter-sound combinations. e.g., sounds in isolation, consonant blends, consonant y, h blends, final e, letter combinations.

· Instruction in sight phrases

· students read a series of phrases within a one minute time period

· Instruction in oral reading

· students read as much of a given story as they can within a one minute time period

· Charting and graphing “Leaps”

· after each instructional activity the number of sounds and words read and the number of errors made by the student are graphed

· used as a motivational technique to encourage the student to become more involved in goal establishment, progress checking and achievement celebration

* While the content varies among the 3 instructional activities, the structure of the activities remains the same:

1st - 
the student completes the required activity within a one minute time frame

2nd - 
the aide makes corrections to noted errors

3rd - 
if the student does not complete 

the given task within one minute or with 2 or less errors, the same task is repeated during the next Great Leaps session

- if the student completes the task successfully, they then “leap” to a more difficult version of the task during the next session

4. In what types of settings should Great Leaps strategies be used?

Great Leaps is a program utilizes one-to-one instruction.  As such, the instruction can occur within the classroom or in a separate setting, so long as a teacher-supervised aide is instructing the student.

5. To what extent has research shown Great Leaps strategies to be useful?

To date, only one research study has examined the efficacy of the Great Leaps Reading Program.  The results, however, are quite promising in that significant growth was noted in the both the students’ fluency rate and reading level.  On average, students who participated in the intervention for 6-9 months gained an average of 1.82 years of grade level growth, those in the program for 10 to 18 months gained an average of 3.08 years growth and those in the program for 19 to 25 months gained 3.14 years.  The researchers note that in light of the severity of the students’ learning disabilities, who were included within the research intervention group, the growth observed is significant and impressive.
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