Guided Reading

Category:  Language/Reading

Grade Level:  Grade 1 to 6 

1. What is the purpose of Guided Reading?

Guided reading is a teaching method  designed to teach children reading strategies that they can use to eventually become independent readers.  Children are responsible for considering, evaluating and assimilating what they read.  

2. With whom can it be used?

Guided reading can be used for children in primary and junior classes.  Primary children will benefit from this program because it will help them develop the necessary strategies that will enhance their reading comprehension abilities.  Junior children will also benefit from this program because, although many of them will be able to read material that they are given, guided reading reinforces the issue that reading is a process whereby words are a vehicle for obtaining meaning from the text in order to further understand and expand their knowledge. Children with reading disabilities can benefit from guided reading, as it teaches the children reading strategies and demonstrates how to apply these strategies to reading.  In small groups, children with reading disabilities are also able to work more closely with the teacher.  

3. What is the format of Guided Reading?

Guided reading is conducted in three parts.  These parts are before, during, and after guided reading.  

Before Guided Reading

· Teacher selects a reading passage based upon the interests, abilities, and needs of each reading group

· Teacher models different aspects of “concepts of print,” such as different text features and structures

· Teacher begins to generate ideas from the children about what they believe the text will be about, which may be derived by looking at pictures or quickly skimming a section of the reading material

· Through the stimulation of ideas, the teacher creates a link between the children’s prior knowledge and the information in the text

During Guided Reading

· Teacher poses a focus question to the children who will use it to guide their reading

· Teacher will discuss and model how the children will record the information for the focus question and how they will record difficult vocabulary

· Children will then read individually or with a partner 

After Guided Reading

· Teacher and children regroup and participate in discussions which aid in consolidating the students’ understanding

· During the discussion groups, the children will learn different reading strategies, as they learn how other members of their group dealt with difficult vocabulary or their problems with the meaning of certain words and contexts.

4. In what types of settings should Guided Reading be used?

This program is best used in small groups of 6-7 children.  

5. To what extent has research shown Guided Reading to be useful?
Research has shown Guided Reading to be useful in teaching children different reading strategies that help them better comprehend the information in the reading materials. It also teaches the children how to frame their thinking during the reading process.  Research also shows that this strategy is able to produce independent children who are capable of assuming their own reading responsibility and who are able to apply these strategies independently in their upper grades.   
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