K-W-L (Know-Want-Learn)

Category:  Language/Reading

Grade Level:  All grades

1. What is the purpose of K-W-L?

K-W-L was designed as a strategy to develop reading comprehension by helping students create a connection between their prior knowledge and what they read, hear, or view. 

2. With whom can it be used?

K-W-L can be used for all grades and with almost any subject matter. K-W-L generally works extremely well with subject matter that contains lots of informational texts. 

3. What is the format of K-W-L?

K-W-L was developed by Donna Ogle and consists of three steps.  Generally, the structure of K-W-L is a three-column chart (see below).  The three headings of the chart are “what we know,” “what we want to learn,” and “what we learned.”  The topic discussed on the chart will be the main topic found in the reading material discussed by the class.  

In the first column, the children will write all of the information that they already know concerning the topic.  The information in this column will generally come from the students’ prior knowledge of the topic.

The second column will consist of questions that they would like to find out about the topic.

After having read the reading material, the children will write down, in the third column, answers to their questions and other interesting information that they have discovered.  During this step, a group discussion takes place, whereby any disputed or unclear information is marked.  The children then go back to the reading material to clarify, prove, or fill in gaps.

4. What teaching procedures should be used with K-W-L?

K-W-L is a reciprocal instruction program, whereby the teacher acts as a facilitator and scaffolder of children’s learning.  The children are the main resources during this strategy, as they are the ones who are to develop the different questions and answers.  Together, the teacher and children create the reading comprehension strategy.

5. In what types of settings should KW-L be used?

K-W-L can be used in an individual learning situation or can be used with a whole group.  It is also possible to provide individualized K-W-L instruction in a group setting.

6. To what extent has research shown K-W-L to be useful?

Research has shown K-W-L to be useful because, when children link their prior knowledge with new information, they are able to better comprehend the unfamiliar material.  The linking of prior knowledge can also serve to reduce anxiety, which allows the children to learn in an environment where they feel free and comfortable to express their opinions.  
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Sample Chart

Pandas

What we know
What we want to learn
What we learned

Black and white

Live in Asia

Eat bamboo
How much do they weigh?

How many babies do they have at once?
A full-grown panda may weigh 300 lbs.

Pandas only have one baby at a time.

