Mnemonic Devices as Writing Tools

Category:  Writing

Grade Level:  Grade 4 through High School

1. What is the purpose of Mnemonic Devices as Writing Tools?

Mnemonic devices assist students to remember strategies used in the organization and editing of written work.  Two of these strategies are TOWER and COPS.

2. With whom can they be used?

Mnemonic devices as writing tools can be employed by any student.  They are beneficial to students in grades four through six for editing written work.  In grades seven and beyond, they can assist in organizing more lengthy pieces of writing as well in editing.

3. What teaching procedures should be used with mnemonic devices as writing tools?

Two devices are: a) TOWER

TOWER is a plan for organizing an essay, paper, or speech.  It stands for the following:

T
Think
Having selected a topic, the student brainstorms and records facts in point form.  Some research may be involved at this stage.

O
Order
The student arranges the facts under subtopics, which are ordered according to how they will be presented in the essay.

W
Write
The student writes and introductory paragraph which introduces the main topic, expresses the writer’s opinion and outlines the subtopics in the order which they will appear.  The student then writes a paragraph for each subtopic as well as a concluding paragraph.

E
Edit
The student and the teacher edit the rough copy.  The COPS strategy can be used at this time.

R
Rewrite
The student rewrites the essay in the final copy.  A word processor will facilitate this process, making editing easier and eliminating the need to rewrite.

b) COPS

COPS focuses on the conventions of writing.  It is employed in the final stages of writing.  The student rereads the piece checking for:

C


Capitals

O
Overall presentation

P
Punctuation

S
Spelling

(Overall presentation refers to a variety of criteria (e.g., paragraph indenting, underlining, and capitalizing titles).

4. In what types of settings should Mnemonic Devices as Writing Tools be used?

The TOWER strategy should be taught and modeled to a large group before students are expected to implement it.  Practice sessions on several topics are recommended.  When students are familiar with the plan and the process, they can use TOWER individually.  While COPS is primarily a strategy for independent editing, it can be used in pairs or multiples as an editing check.  The teacher may ask that several signatures be shown on a piece of writing indicating that it has been check by more than one person.  Both strategies are beneficial for high school students to use before handing in assignments and examinations.

5. To what extent has research shown Mnemonic Devices as Writing Tools to be useful?

Strategies such as TOWER and COPS have been found to improve student’s written products.  Because they are mnemonic devices, recall is significantly improved, resulting in increased utilization.
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