Peer Tutoring

Category:  Grouping 

Grade Level:  All levels 

1. What is the purpose of Peer Tutoring? 

Peer tutoring is a grouping strategy. Students assist one another in paired teaching/learning situations which could range from quizzing math facts with a classmate to listening to younger students read. 

2. With whom can it be used? 

Peer tutoring can be used at any grade level and in any subject area. It is beneficial to  students with learning disabilities who may require occasional tutorial assistance and may also serve as tutors.  It may also be beneficial for new immigrants and students for whom English is a second language.

3. What models are indicated for peer tutoring? 

One peer tutoring model, called the Buddy System, is of particular benefit to students with learning disabilities. The student with learning disabilities is paired with a non-disabled peer who assists with organization, instructions and any other needed help. An example would be offering notes for photocopying when the student had been absent or could not get the notes copied on time. Another help would be to call the buddy and remind him/her about a test. It should be noted that this learning relationship is reciprocal with both students usually gaining benefit. 

A second model of peer tutoring is Classwide Peer Tutoring. By pairing students to monitor activities and accomplish tasks, academically engaged time can be increased. Students may be assigned various tasks in any areas such as reading, writing, problem solving or spelling drills. Students rotate the roles of tutor and tutee. 

Peer tutoring may be used with same age/grade level students or may be used with cross-grade pairs. Many schools pair older students with primary students for reading buddies. 

4. In what type of settings can Peer Tutoring be used? 

Peer tutoring is applicable to most teaching situations. 

5. To what extent has research shown Peer Tutoring to be useful? 

Research has shown pairing to be a successful teaching, learning and management tool with many benefits. Engaged time is significantly increased through work in dyads. Peer instruction has been proven to be as and, in some cases, more effective than teacher instruction. Research has shown that handicapped students benefit from peer tutoring and that it is a useful strategy for teachers to employ in both regular and mainstreamed classes. 
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