REAP

Category:  Reading/Study Skills 

Grade Level:  Grade 4 to 12 

1. What is the purpose of REAP?

REAP develops independent reading skills by encouraging the reader to put the main idea of the passage into his/her own words, both orally and in written form. It can be employed as a study technique, thereby assisting long term memory. 

2. With whom can it be used? 

REAP is an effective strategy for students in grades four through high school.  Because it is a multisensory approach to learning its effectiveness is enhanced.  It is particularly beneficial for students with learning problems because it encompasses analysis and synthesis. 

3. What teaching procedures should be used with REAP? 

REAP is an acronym for the following process:

· R - Read to determine the writer's message. 

· E - Encode the message by putting it into              your own words. 

· A - Annotate by writing the message for yourself or sharing it. 

· P - Ponder the message through self-questioning and discussion with others. 

The teacher should begin with easy reading materials. Students will require practice in determining the message or main idea. Several examples should be examined and critiqued.  The teacher could model the process by thinking out loud. Students will find it useful to share annotations in pairs or small groups for evaluation, clarification and further development. 

4. In what types of settings should REAP be used? 

REAP can be used independently, as a study technique. It is also suited for group work where research can be pondered and discussed. In co-operative learning situations, REAP would be a useful tool. 

5. To what extent has research shown REAP to be useful? 

Research has shown REAP to be highly successful and useful. Eanet and Manzo (1976) praise REAP as a strategy which will ensure meaningful reading and encourage concise writing and thinking. REAP is also a technique for imprinting information in long term memory. 
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