ReQuest

Category:  Reading/Language 

Grade Level:  Grade 3 to 12 

1. What is the purpose of ReQuest? 

Developed by Tony Manzo (1969), ReQuest is both a tool for developing reading comprehension and setting purposes for reading.  It gives practice in posing questions and engages the students' background knowledge as it relates to information in the text. 

2. With whom can it be used? 

ReQuest is an appropriate strategy for grade three to high school.  Only reading material at the independent and instructional levels of the students should be used.  ReQuest is best suited to small groups of up to eight students.  It can be used with content or fictional material. 

3. What teaching procedures should be used with ReQuest? 

The teacher should explain to the students that the purpose of the lesson is to improve comprehension through asking questions.  The following procedure should be outlined to the students. 

· The title and first sentence are read silently by the teacher and the students. 

· One person asks questions about the first sentence and the title. Everyone but the questioner closes their books.  Initially, the teacher may begin the questioning process in order to model the types of questions expected.  When the students are able to initiate questions which demonstrate critical thinking, they may go first. 

· The responders may now ask any further questions or may request clarification or rephrasing of a question. 

· ReQuest is continued with more sentences or short passages.  Questions posed may integrate information from previous sentences. 

· ReQuest ends when the students can answer with support from the text - "What do you think is going to happen in the rest of this selection? Why?" 

· The students may then read to the end of the section to see if their ideas were right 

4. In what types of settings should ReQuest be used? 

While ReQuest is best suited to small group teaching, it can be used in a one-to-one tutorial setting.  It is important, however, to establish a favorable climate.  The questioner should ask thought provoking questions.  Answers should be complete and honest.  Reference to the text should be used to justify an answer.  Background knowledge could serve to expand an answer.  "I don't know" is not an acceptable response since the responder should explain why she/he cannot answer.  The teacher should reinforce good questioning behaviour (e.g., "Your questions make me think the way my questions are supposed to make you think"). 

5. To what extent has research shown ReQuest to be useful? 

ReQuest has been used successfully to enhance comprehension of text material while encouraging risk-taking in students.  It has been shown to develop vocabulary and research skills when there is the need for more information. 
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