SCORER

Category:  Study Skills/Organization 

Grade level:  Grade 7 to 12 

1. What is the purpose of SCORER? 

SCORER, developed by Carman and Adams (1972), is a strategy for assisting students to organize their time and effort during a test or examination. 

2. With whom can it be used? 

SCORER can be taught to and used by all students from Grade Seven through high school. It would be most useful for students who are required to write formal examinations. 

3. What teaching procedures should be used with SCORER? 

SCORER is an acronym which guides the student through test-taking behaviour and which should result in the student maximizing his/her efforts. 

The teacher should introduce SCORER to the class and teach the relevant components. Discussion and practice on old tests will enhance understanding and competence. 

	S
	Schedule your time.
	Students should review the test quickly as a whole. Then they should consider the amount of time allotted and the types of questions (e.g., multiple choice or essay) then decide how best to break the exam up into time frames. The marking scheme should be noted during this overview so that time can be concentrated on questions of high point value. 

	C
	Clue words. 


	Words that give clues to the answer should be highlighted and noted. Examples for multiple choice questions are - all, never, usually - and for essay questions - compare, contrast, prove, explain. 

	O
	Omit difficult questions.
	Students need to be taught that tests need not be written in sequential order. Students should pass over the exam quickly and answer the easiest questions first, leaving the harder ones for later. Harder questions can be dealt with on a second pass. Most difficult questions and the ones which the student is unsure of should be attempted last that way, students are sure of certain marks before time runs out, using the facts that come easily to mind on the first questions addressed. Teachers can point out the advisability of jotting notes in margins and of maximizing time by not erasing or dawdling. 

	R
	Read carefully. 


	Careful reading of questions will prevent misinterpretations. Highlighting or underlining helps to focus on key words. 

	E
	Estimate your answers. 


	Students need to estimate in two ways. On a mathematical calculation, an estimate will assist in recognizing correct answers and will help working through problem-solving logic.  On multiple choice questions, an informed and thoughtful estimate or "guesstimate" may be successful. If there are no penalties for guesses, they could result in extra marks.

	R
	Review your work. 


	With any time remaining after completion of the test, students should review their answers. Changes should only be made for valid reasons such as 

information just remembered or recalculated answers. Lastly, students should print their name on the test and each additional sheet of paper used. 

 


4. In what types of settings should SCORER be used? 

SCORER is designed as a strategy for individual use during testing situations. Once the components have been introduced and practiced, the steps should be internalized. When the student sits down at the test, s/he could write down the acronym for referral if necessary. 

5. To what extent has research shown SCORER to be useful? 

Test-taking strategies in general are considered to be invaluable to students. The literature emphasizes that these skills need to be specifically taught. Students without test-taking skills are disadvantaged. Students with learning disabilities are particularly at risk because their knowledge and ability in a subject area may not be accurately measured due to poor test-taking behaviour. 

Test-taking strategy instruction has been proven to be effective in increasing the test scores of adolescents with learning disabilities. Research has shown, however, that time needs to be taken to develop and master the use of these strategies.  Students also need to be prompted to use them.
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