WYNN (What You Need Now) Technology
Category:  Reading/Language/Writing - Technology
Grade Level:  3 +  

1. What is the purpose of WYNN? 

WYNN is a text-to-speech software tool designed for students with reading and writing difficulties.  WYNN functions as a word processing and studying tool that allows students the opportunity to transform the written word into spoken language.  This technology was developed specifically for individuals with learning disabilities or other reading and writing difficulties who may benefit from the visual and auditory presentation of text.  WYNN 3 is available in two commercial formats for students depending on the specific text scanning software needed by students (WYNN Wizard and WYNN Reader).  
2. With whom can it be used? 

WYNN has been advertised as being appropriate for students at any age.  Due to the computer and technology skills required to operate the program, it has been suggested that students in grade three or higher may benefit directly from the use of this technology.  Students in younger grades may benefit from this software under the direction of a parent or teacher. 
3. What is the format of WYNN? 

WYNN is equipped with a number of features and options to help students with their reading and writing difficulties.  These features include:   

· Scanning and Conversion Tool - WYNN allows for text in books and individual papers to be scanned onto the program for presentation.  Students with suitable scanning software only need to purchase the WYNN Reader software. Those students wanting or requiring a more sophisticated scanning program can purchase WYNN Wizard that comes equipped with optical character recognition allowing for a wider range of scanning and editing abilities.  
· Bimodal Presentation of Text - Once text is scanned onto the WYNN software, the text can be read aloud to the student and highlighted as the word is read.  The pronunciation format (type of voice), speed, method of presentation (visual and auditory), and size and colour of the text are all possible to be customized to each individual’s preferences.
· Word Processing and Writing Tool - WYNN comes equipped with a powerful word processing tool that includes word prediction capabilities (can suggest words as you type), dictionary and thesaurus tools, spell-check, and highlighting and graphic tools to help with studying and note-making.  These features are in addition to features available on standard word processing programs.
· Built-in Microphone - This speech-to-text function allows for students to transform their spoken word into text available in their document.  Although not marketed directly as a primary writing tool, students could make study notes or text comments using this speech option.  The word processing tool is suggested to be a more applicable tool for writing than the speech-to-text function. 
· Customized User Interface - WYNN is equipped with four toolbars (File Management, Visual Presentation, Study Tools, and Writing Toolbar) that allow for the WYNN environment to be customized for each student.  WYNN 3 also comes equipped with a special ‘webfocus’ feature that helps students reduce visual clutter on the screen to focus on the most pertinent information.
4. What teaching procedures should be used with WYNN? 

Several discussion papers have been written by teachers and learning disability advocates attempting to incorporate WYNN into the classroom for the individual student.  Several of the recommendations offered by these professionals include: 
· Advanced Planning & Instruction - For those students wishing to use WYNN in the classroom, many books and instructional materials will need to have been scanned into WYNN prior to the lesson.  This requires advanced planning by both the student and teacher to ensure the student has access to the curriculum materials needed to facilitate learning.
· Developing Study Strategies:  Students new to the WYNN software program would greatly benefit learning study strategies and skills that can be incorporated within the WYNN technology.  Teachers familiar with this software can offer suggestions for making this technology capable of meeting the student’s everyday learning and studying needs.  This may include suggestions on note making, highlighting, organizing and outline summary techniques, and other study strategies that may enhance understanding.  
5. In what type of settings should WYNN be used? 

WYNN can be utilized in any situation where a compatible computer or laptop is available.  This includes an individual classroom, or at home where the WYNN software has been installed and customized for the individual student.  Volume levels can be adjusted, or headphones can be used so as to not disturb other students in the classroom.  WYNN also comes equipped with a Teacher Lockout function that temporarily restricts access to the internet, email, spell-check, and dictionary/thesaurus tools so the software can be used in testing situations for the student.  
6. To what extent has research shown WYNN to be useful? 

There have been several reviews conducted on text-to-speech software; however WYNN has not yet been included with this software review.  These studies have suggested that this class of software may be effective in helping students with reading disabilities improve their reading fluency, vocabulary, and individual motivation towards learning.  
These results should be taken in context; however, as almost all of these studies suffer from methodological problems such as small sample sizes, often with only three or four students.  Despite this, these results are encouraging and suggest WYNN and other types of similar software may be effective tools in helping students learn with this type of technology.
Product Information 

WYNN 3.0
WYNN Wizard: $995 (US$) per license
WYNN Reader: $425 (US$) per license
Minimal Computer Requirements: 

IBM compatible PC, Windows 95+

233 Mhz, 64 MB of RAM

Developer Information

Freedom Scientific, Learning Systems Group 

480 South California Avenue

Suite 201

Palo Alto, CA 94306

1-888-223-3344

wynn@freedomscientific.com
http://www.freedomscientific.com 
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