Writing to Read 2000 (WTR 2000)

Category: Language/Reading/Writing

Grade Level:  K to 4



1. What is the purpose of Writing to Read 2000?

WTR 2000 is a computer-based instructional system designed to introduce young children to writing and reading by involving them in ways they learn best.  The primary goals of WTR 2000 are to teach students how to use a computer, and to provide them with the phonetic word attack skills needed to learn to read.  It also teaches them to write phonetically what they can say aloud, and to read what they have written.
2. When and by whom was it developed?

Dr. John Henry Martin of JHM CORP first developed WTR in the early 1980’s.   The program was based on Martin’s own research and the rigorous study of learning theory and computer technology.  WTR was designed as a computer-based instructional program that provides consistent, self-paced, interactive, multi-sensory instruction.

Writing to Read 2000 is the latest version of the program.  WTR 2000 uses the same basic methodology and cycle words as the original WTR.  However, the program has been enhanced by presenting cycle words in the context of rhymes and more sophisticated graphics.  In addition, IBM Canada lists the following benefits and features of WTR 2000 on their website (http: www.can.ibm.com):

· Graphical menus, audio support, and mouse enable independent navigation for young students

· Teacher options include book marking, partner support, student management and reporting information 

· Seamless mastery (early exit) option for students requiring fewer cycle words repetitions

· Assortment of games, puzzles and manipulatives

· Collection of 23 age appropriate children’s literature books; 16 of the books accompanied by audio taped recordings

· Teacher guide provides cross-curricular connections, curriculum integration and thematic unit suggestions

3. With whom can it be used? 

It was developed primarily for kindergarten and first grade children as a method to help them learn to read more effectively.

4. What are the main components of Writing to Read 2000?

· Classroom Environment: The WTR 2000 program is generally implemented in one of two ways depending upon the logistics and schedules of the classroom and school: Writing to Read 2000 in the classroom, or Writing to Read 2000 Centre (Lab).  At WTR’s inception it was implemented in the Centre environment; however, it is currently being successfully implemented in the classroom.  
· Learning Centres: WTR 2000 encourages children to progress in reading performance at their own rate by incorporating a multisensory approach (visual, tactile and kinesthetic) to learning writing and reading through the following six learning centers (Gredler, 1997):
i. Computer Learning Centre

The purpose of the instructional software is to teach students 42 phonemes of speech so that they learn to write their own words, sentences and stories.  WTR 2000 introduces the alphabetic principle, the idea that the words of our language can be constructed with the sounds of phonemes.

ii. Work Journal Learning Centre

There is a Work Journal for each of the 10 instructional cycles.  The journal acts to reinforce the computer lessons and provides association practice for children as they learn to write the words they say and hear.

iii. Make Word Learning Centre

Provides the students with opportunities to recombine the sounds and letters of the instructional cycles words to make new words and to play with language. 

iv. Writing/Typing Learning Centre

Children demonstrate their developing knowledge of the relationship between spoken sounds and written letters as they start to write words, phrases, sentences and stories.

v. Tape Library Learning Centre

Children listen to age appropriate, tape-recorded stories and follow along at a natural pace, developing an appreciation for stories.

vi. Activity Learning Centre

WTR 2000 and the classroom curriculum are closely connected, which affords children the opportunity of working with activities and materials that are integrated. 

*Note: Children normally spend 12 to 15 minutes each day at each center. 

5. What supplies and materials are needed to implement Writing to Read 2000?

IBM Canada lists the following general system requirements to implement WTR 2000 into the classroom or centre on their website (http: www.can.ibm.com):

All Environments:

25MB of available space on server or standalone workstation fixed disk 

SVGA video display

Audio required

Headsets recommended

IBM Classroom LAN Administration System Environments:

386 or higher processor

1MB of memory or more (4MB recommended)

Standalone DOS workstation environment

In addition, to computer requirements, a teacher and one to five aides are required to manage and help children at their ‘centres’.

6. What instructional support/professional development is required to implement Writing to Read 2000?

A three day training seminar has been developed by IBM Canada to help educators interested in implementing WTR 2000 understand the concepts, philosophy and practices behind Writing to Read.    Training is intended to result in appropriate curriculum integration methods with educational software in the classroom. 
7. What is the cost of implementation?

The WTR 2000 software package is currently being sold for $1650.00, which includes a single license.  In addition, each computer offering the WTR 2000 program requires its own $330.00 license.  Instructional support/professional development is offered on an hourly rate that can be negotiated (information gathered from IBM Sales Representative on November 15, 2001).

8. To what extent has research shown Writing to Read 2000 to be useful?

Evidence of the effectiveness of the Writing to Read program as an intervention method can be found in several studies presented by Gredler (1997). According to Gredler, research over the past 10 years supports the notion that children in the WTR program perform significantly higher in reading, writing and language tasks than comparable groups of children that remain in a regular classroom program.  In addition, there is further evidence of significant improvement in reading performance in children with learning disabilities.  However, Freyd and Little (1990) believe that WTR is too expensive for the results it achieves. They conclude its effects may be due to starting students reading at the Kindergarten level rather than as a result of the program. 
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