CALL-UP and "A" NOTES - Mnemonic Devices for Notetaking 

Category:  Notemaking 

Grade Level:  Grade 7 to 12 

1. What is the purpose of Mnemonic Devices for Notetaking? 

Mnemonic devices assist students to take effective notes in classes which employ a lecture format. Two of these strategies are CALL-UP and "A" NOTES. 

2. With whom can they be used? 

Mnemonic devices for notetaking can be employed by most students in Junior High and High School who are required to take notes while attending to the teacher. They may help students who have poor listening skills or are easily distracted to focus on main ideas. They may not however, be appropriate for students who have significant deficits in writing (specifically, spelling or penmanship). (Instead, an approach such as Guided Notes might be helpful for these students) 

3. What teaching procedures should be used with Mnemonic Devices for Notetaking?

The two strategies, CALL UP and “A” NOTES, are described in the attached tables. 

4. In what types of settings should Mnemonic Devices for Notetaking be used? 

Mnemonic devices for notetaking can be taught to a whole class to improve students' notetaking skills. As with any mnemonic device, each component of the CALL UP or "A" NOTES strategy should be modeled by the teacher, practiced, and rehearsed frequently. Mnemonic devices for notetaking could be particularly useful strategies for students with special needs who are being instructed in inclusive settings. 

5. To what extent has research shown Mnemonic Devices for Notetaking to be useful? 

The use of note-taking strategies such as CALL UP and "A" NOTES has been found to result in improved note-taking skills and higher scores on tests that call for information from notes, as well as improved attention and participation in class. Notes that students have taken after instruction in these strategies have been more complete, more accurate, better organized, referenced to pages in the textbook, and easier to read. Students with special learning needs, however, required more practice and feedback to learn the strategies, and more prompting to use the strategies after they were learned. 
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Table 1.  CALL UP

CALL UP is a strategy designed for students to use while taking notes in class:

	C
	copy from board or transparency
	Be aware that teachers usually write the main ideas on the board or on a transparency - copy these.  Listen and look for cue words or phrases that will identify main ideas - copy them down next to the margin and underline them. 

	A
	add details
	Listen and look for details and add them to your notes. 



	L
	listen and write the question
	Listen to questions that the teacher asks and that students ask and write them down if they help your understanding. Put a "Q" in front of each one to signal that it is a question. 

	L
	listen and write the answer
	Listen to the answers to questions and write them down. Put an "X' in front of each one to signal that is an answer. 

*Continue adding details and questions and answers to the main idea. If the teacher discusses another main idea, skip six lines before writing this one down. 

	U
	utilize the text
	At home, use your textbook to help you review and understand the information. Read about the main idea in your textbook. 

	P
	put it in your own words
	Put the information in your own words and write these statements in your notes (in the lines under each main idea). Write the page number where you found the information in the book so you can go back later if needed. 


Table 2.  “A” NOTES

“A” NOTES is a strategy designed for students to use for reviewing notes that were taken in class:

	“A”
	ask yourself if you have a date and a topic
	Ask yourself, “Do my notes have a date and a topic?”  To get the topic, skim notes for a central idea and a topic repeated several times or recall what the teacher said the lesson was about.

	N
	name the main ideas and details
	Name the main ideas in your notes and highlight or underline them. Find the details that support these main ideas in your notes. 



	O
	observe ideas also in text
	Review notes again to find the ideas that are also in the 

text. Use text headings, boldface terms, summaries, etc., to find ideas that coordinate with the lecture. 

	T
	try margin noting and use the SAND strategy
	Use the substrategy SAND to sift through your notes and visually organize them: 

S - Star important ideas (especially those also in text) 

A - Arrange arrows to connect ideas 

N - Number key points in order 

D - Devise abbreviations (e.g., def. for definition) and write them next to the item.

	E
	examine for omissions or unclear ideas
	To fix up missing or unclear information in notes, use the text or ask a teacher or fellow student for clarification. 



	S
	summarize key points
	Summarize the gist of the lecture in a sentence or two at the bottom of your notes. 


